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A lumni      S potlight      

ARE YOU A WITC ALUM?
Then we want to hear from you! Tell us what’s new. 
Go to www.witc.edu/alumniupdate and send us 
your information!

Paths Destined 
to Cross

Felion made a full recovery and is back to work. Gisele rarely sees 
him as he works days and she works nights, but they periodically 
check on each other via e-mail. “I needed a new dental card, and he 
helped me this time,” she laughs.

Gisele graduated in May 2008 with her RN degree from WITC-New 
Richmond. She and her mother took the program together, 
commuting from Minnesota. Gisele was preparing to begin her 
new job as a night nurse in medicine at University of Minnesota 
Medical Center, when she faced that life-saving challenge on a street 
in Maplewood, Minn. She later received a life-saving award from the 
city for her heroic efforts. 

Gisele compliments her education at WITC. “They really care and 
nurture their students. They take you under their wing. Whenever I 
hear about people looking to go to school, I always tell them to look 
at WITC.”

Gisele Coleman continues her lifelong learning beyond what she 
learned at WITC: “I look forward to going to work and learning 
new things every day.”g

She was supposed to be sleeping after working the night 
shift. He never rode that route on his bicycle. But on a 
stifling August 31, 2008, Fate had a different plan for these 

two people – one a WITC-New Richmond RN graduate, the 
other a benefits manager. 

Gisele Coleman was roused from her normal sleep to go pick 
up her 4-year-old from her uncle’s house. On her way home – 
and back to bed – she saw a man lying in the street, his toppled 
bicycle nearby. At first she wasn’t sure what she was seeing, was 
it some kind of joke? But then she noticed the man was blue. 
She stopped and looked around to see if others had noticed the 
situation. Seeing no one, she called 9-1-1 and immediately began 
CPR as the man was not breathing. It was the first time Gisele 
had ever done CPR on a human. 

“I remember doing more than 100 chest compressions before 
help started arriving,” Gisele says. “They worked on him for what 
seemed like quite awhile,” she says. “It was scary – I thought they 
were going to lose him.” 

“I told the cops I didn’t want him arriving at the hospital as a 
John Doe – the man probably has family,” she says. So Gisele 
went to the man’s fallen bicycle and rescued the fanny pack, 
which contained the man’s identification:  Chuck Felion. When 
Felion’s wife found out the route her husband had taken, she said, 
“He never takes that route.” 

“If it wasn’t for her (Gisele), he wouldn’t be alive,” the police 
officer told Felion’s wife.

But the story doesn’t end there. Several weeks after the rescue, 
Gisele opened her benefits package from her new employer, U 
of M Medical Center, and there on a letter explaining her new 
benefits was the name of the man she’d saved! Felion is the 
benefits manager at the hospital where she works. 

By Elizabeth Whitchurch
Photo by Jeff Frey 

‘Going Green’ has become something of a buzzword 
lately. From cars and homes to computers and sneakers, businesses 
and individuals have become more conscious of the impact we all 
have on the environment.

At WITC, steps have been taken to not only provide programs in 
renewable energy and sustainability, but also to make the college a 
more eco-friendly neighbor. WITC has looked for ways to utilize 
technology to make the mechanical systems in its buildings more 
energy and cost efficient. The next step is to adopt a system that 
documents the college’s progress. According to John Will, vice 
president of Administrative Services at WITC, the LEED model 
may be the most logical system for WITC to use. 

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Building Rating System encourages and accelerates global 
adoption of sustainable green building and development practices 
through the creation and implementation of universally understood 
and accepted tools and performance criteria.

“There are indications that the Wisconsin Technical College 
System office will require all colleges to utilize LEED principles 
when justifying new facility projects,” Will says. “LEED has widely 
accepted standards, and it addresses existing buildings as well as new 
construction. LEED would give us a framework for incorporating 
renewable energy and sustainability principles into future projects.”

At the Rice Lake campus, all of the computers and monitors in the 
computer labs are shut down on weeknights after 9 p.m. and on 
weekends. They used to run constantly, during the fall and spring 
semesters. A computer and monitor use one amp or 120 watts of 
electricity at 8 cents per kilowatt. For 300 computers, estimates 

figure a savings of about 130,000 kilowatts of electricity per school 
year, which equals $10,400. This process is being implemented at 
WITC’s other campuses as well.

Each campus has also enacted a Green Team comprised of faculty, 
staff and students to examine energy consumption and chemical 
usage in the facility and on the grounds.

“The goal of WITC-Ashland’s Green Team has been to first 
enhance awareness among faculty and students on sustainability 
issues,” says Nick Segner, a student in the Associate Degree 
Nursing program at WITC-Ashland. Segner is vice president of 
the Student Senate and works with Ashland’s Green Team. 

For John Uffenbeck, an instructor for WITC-Ashland’s 
Information Technology-Network Specialist (IT-NS) program, 
the addition of solar energy wasn’t just about adding a new 
element to students’ skill sets. The program’s photovoltaic (PV) 
panel gave him an opportunity to teach students important 
concepts — ethics and environmental stewardship — that he 
normally didn’t get to explore.

Like the IT-NS program, WITC is looking at other areas of 
study where adding renewable energy and sustainability to the 
curriculum will be beneficial. This can enhance programs like Air 
Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration (HVAC), Automotive 
Maintenance Technician, Dairy Herd Management and Wood 
Technics.

“I believe the kinds of principles we’ve adopted in our own 
green initiatives will be implemented on a much larger scale by 
institutions of all types,” Segner says. “In the future these things 
won’t just be a good idea, they’ll be the norm.”g

WITC makes strides in Renewable Energy and Sustainability

Students in WITC’s IT-Network 
Specialist program install 
a new photovoltaic panel 

on the Ashland campus. The DC 
electricity generated by the panel is 
converted into AC, helping to offset 
the campus’ overall energy usage. 

Greening Up
By Jim Biros


	spring2009.pdf

